
SPRING 2010 NORTHERN ILLINOIS FIRE SPRINKLER ADVISORY BOARD www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org

Inside:
NIFSABUpdates

NFSA Illinois Notes

Successful Activations

Fire Sprinkler Tax Incentive Act
Makes ItsWay in the Senate

Retro Section: Federal Grant
Allows Skokie to Retrofit
Firehouses;Mixed-Use Building
Receives Sprinkler Overhaul;
Chicago Landmark Achieves
Sprinkler Status

Palos FPD and Crest Hill Join
Illinois’ 13D Communities;
Burlington FPDClosely Following

Residential Fire Safety Institute
Updates Award Criteria and
Communications

Spotlight On: Newest Fire
Sprinkler Ordinance Is Anything
But Normal

Tinley Park Townhouse
Rebuilt with Fire Sprinklers
After Tragic Fire

La Grange Park Fire Department
Participates in CBS Early Show
Segment

Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition
and FMGlobal Release
Preliminary Environmental Data
for Fire Sprinklers

NewTEAMPHOENIXMarathon
Charity TeamNeedsYour Support

NIFSABDonates to Fire
Inspectors at Lewis University

NEWSLETTER SURVEY

continued on page 9

Support
Our Troops

Freedom of Information Act Reveals
Failure to Comply in High-Rises

The final action hearing agenda for the 2012 Inter-
national Residential Code (IRC) has been released
by the International Code Council (ICC), and the
IRCFire Sprinkler Coalition reports that there were
no public comments challenging code requirements
for residential fire sprinklers. Accordingly, under
ICC regulations, requirements for residential sprin-
klers will not be subject to debate at ICC’s final
action hearing in Dallas in May. Instead, proposals
to rescind sprinkler requirements from the IRCwill
be automatically disapproved, without discussion,
as part of a consent agenda.
ICC’s membership has spoken very clearly on the

issue of residential fire sprinklers, implementing

Owners of 759 non-sprinklered high-rise buildings
in the City of Chicago were required by law to file a
Life Safety Evaluation (LSE) plan prior to January
1, 2006, as part of the Life Safety Ordinance adopt-
ed by the City Council in 2004. More than four
years after the deadline, nearly 500 building owners
who conducted LSEs have failed to achieve their
LSE standards and 107 owners have yet to file one
at all. Not one penny in authorized fines has been
levied or collected.
This shocking tally came to light when Phil

Rogers, a news reporter with NBC Chicago, filed a
Freedom of Information Act request to determine
LSE compliance and broadcast his findings in
December. According to the news report: “Worse
still: not a single building owner has been cited for
failure to comply with the order. If fines had been
levied for the buildings which have not filed their
life safety reports, they would now total more than
$23million.”
Outraged by the blatant disregard for public safe-

ty and the City’s willingness to turn a blind eye to it,
Alderman Edward M. Burke (14th Ward) recently
filed a resolution to convene special hearings “at

continued on page 8

States Begin Passage of International
Residential Code
Courtesy of the International Residential Code Fire Sprinkler Coalition

requirementsusingagradual andmeasuredapproach
over aperiodofmore than20years. ICC’s legacyorga-
nizations began requiring fire sprinklers in multi-
family occupancies in the1980s.Those requirements
were extended to single-family homes in 2006 via an
optional IRC appendix, and in 2008, ICC members
approved fire sprinklers as a standard feature to be
included inall newhomes.That actionwasupheldon
appeal and was then reaffirmed last year by the ICC
code development committee that oversees the IRC.
In the latter vote, every member of the code develop-
ment committee, other than the four who were
appointed by the National Association of Home

In December, a deadly fire occurred at the high-rise building
at 260 East Chestnut in Chicago, needlessly repeating a
deadly fire in the same building in January 2002. Now,
Chicago Alderman Edward Burke is looking to make some
changes within the city’s high-rise fire protection mandates.
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By Robert Kleinheinz, NFSA Regional Manager
1-914-671-1975 or e-mail: Kleinheinz@NFSA.org

NFSA Illinois Notes

Spring is here and with that comes the spring
legislative sessionhere in Illinois. Currently being
workedon are issues that are of great importance
tomunicipalities and fire protectiondistrictswith
established 13D residential fire sprinkler ordi-
nances, as well those that are considering adopt-
ing such ordinances in the future.
The most important issue that will be worked

on in the coming year is the regulation of private
water agencies. Fire sprinkler advocates must
work together in order to help these groups
understand the risks and implicationsof applying
unfair water charges or standby water charges to
homes with fire sprinkler systems. The issue is

NewChallenges toMaintaining Fire Safety in 2010
that both commercial and residential systemswill
be charged forwater that they are not using, even
though an occupancy with fire sprinklers would
require much less water to extinguish a fire than
one without fire sprinklers.
Other important issues that will require the

support of fire sprinkler advocates are legislative
issues regarding fire sprinkler protection in colle-
giate Greek housing units in Illinois and the bill
to bannovelty cigarette lighters, whichwas intro-
duced by the Illinois Fire Inspectors Association
(IFIA). Mike Schmitt, fire marshal of the Long
Grove Fire Protection District and former presi-
dent of the IFIA, explains that the problem with

By Tom Lia, NIFSAB Executive Director
1-866-2NIFSAB (866-264-3722) or e-mail: sprinktoml@aol.com

NIFSABUpdatesNIFSABUpdates

Fire safety in Illinois communities has come a
long way over the past decade. Over the last ten
years, building directors fromdozens of commu-
nities took aproactive approach in their efforts to
upgrade their codes by including fire sprinklers
for new single-family homes. At the time, only
LongGrove andBarringtonhad suchprogressive
ordinances.
Since 1999, over 60municipalities and fire dis-

tricts in Illinois have adopted residential fire
sprinkler ordinances, protecting thousands of
new homes. Illinois is only second to California,
which has approximately 100 sprinklered resi-
dential communities. Both stateshavebeenahead
of the curve when it comes to fire protection in
theUnited States.
Here are some interesting facts about fires in

our homes:
• According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), deaths from fires and
burns are the fifth most common cause of
unintentional injuries anddeaths in theUnited
States (CDC, 2006) and the third-leading cause
of fatal home injuries (Runyan, 2004).

• According to the International Association for
the Study of Insurance Economics, the U.S.
ranks seventh for mortality rates from fire
among the 25 developed countries.

• In 2008, someone in theU.S. died in a fire every
158 minutes, and someone was injured every
31minutes; eighty percent of those fire deaths
occurred in homes. Fire departments respond-
ed to 403,000 home fires in the U.S., which
claimed the lives of 2,755 people and injured
another 13,560 — none of which even reflects
the additional injuries and deaths in the fire
service (Karter, 2009).

• Nearly 100 firefighters died across the country
in the line of duty in 2009 with nine having
already perished in 2010. U.S. Fire Adminis-
tration (USFA) statistics show that residential
structure fires represented 84percent of all fire
deaths and 81 percent of the injuries to civil-
ians in 2008.One of theUSFA’smainprogram
goals is a 25 percent reduction in firefighter
fatalities in five years and a 50 percent reduc-
tion within ten years.

To put this in context, the annual losses from
floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, and
other natural disasters combined in the United
States average just a fraction of those from fires.
Thepublic, themedia, and local governmentsgen-
erally are unaware of the magnitude and serious-
ness of the fire problem to individuals and their
families, to communities, and to the nation.

novelty lighters is that they look like a toy, so chil-
dren are more likely to pick them up and play
with them.
Please keep an eye open for these important

issues and contact your local representatives, ask-
ing them for their support of these causes.
Also, please remember to begin preparing

side-by-side demonstrations as the weather
begins to warm up. If you would like to conduct
one of these demonstrations for your munici-
pality or fire district, please contactme by e-mail
at Kleinheinz@nfsa.org or by phone at
(914) 671-1075. !

Now the rest of the country has the opportu-
nity to catch up to the trendwe have experienced
here in Illinois. National and international code
development organizations are including resi-
dential fire sprinkler requirements into thebodies
of theirmodel codes.
Theworld’s largest fire safety organization, the

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA),
which is the title-holder for Fire PreventionWeek,
has voted for andwritten residential fire sprinkler
requirements into its Life Safety Code 101 (2006
Edition) and Building Code 5000.
The International Code Council (ICC) also

voted residential fire sprinklers into the body
of its 2009 International Residential Code
(IRC) at its Minnesota hearings and again dur-
ing its hearing in Baltimore for the 2012 ver-
sion of the code.
At its final action hearings, the ICC’s building

and fire officials were allowed to vote, leading to
affirmation of the residential fire sprinkler
requirement byboth the overwhelming floor vote
and the IRC Committee. Those participating in
the process included engineers, consultants,
building inspectors, fire officials, contractors and
unionmembers.

Illinois Is a LeaderWhen It Comes to
Residential Fire Sprinkler Protection

continued on page 6
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NOVEMBER 2009

Apple Chevrolet
Tinley Park Fire Department
Three sprinklers activated and extinguished a fire
in an equipment storage room. The fire depart-
ment ventilated the building. Damage was esti-
mated at $20,000.

Daniel Riordan, Senior Fire Inspector,
Tinley Park Fire Department

Industrial Steel
Construction Inc.
Pleasantview Fire Protection District
One sprinkler helped control a fire that began
when a steel shot abrasive blaster with a dust col-
lector ignited. An estimated $50,000+was saved.

“The sprinkler system was returned to service
within two hours, allowing the facility to reopen
with no injuries or damages to the structure or
equipment,” statedFire Inspector JoeLyons. “This
is the firedistrict’s 56th sprinkler save since1985.”

Joe Lyons, Fire Inspector,
Pleasantview Fire ProtectionDistrict

DECEMBER 2009

Mecca Foods
Bridgeview Fire Department
Fire crews arrived to findone sprinkler had extin-
guished a couch fire.
“This was a textbook save by the sprinkler sys-

tem — everything went right. We got the alarm,
responded, and found that the fire had already
been put out by the system. Never once were the
firefighters’ lives put inharm’sway, and thebuild-
ing was kept from being destroyed. All the adja-
cent units were able to open the next day for
business,” saidMarkKraft.

MarkKraft, Fire Safety Officer,
Bridgeview Fire Department

CondoBuilding
Roberts Park Fire Protection District
An arson fire was extinguished by a single sprin-
kler in a nine-unit condo building in Hickory
Hills, which had been retrofitted with a fire
sprinkler system. Damage was limited to the
area of origin.

“The fire sprinkler systemdid an outstanding
job. The residents were able to move back into
their homes after the incident. Itmust have been
a great present for all the residents to be able to
still spend Christmas in their own homes.
Thank you to to the Hickory Hills mayor and
aldermen for enacting ordinances that save lives
and property.”

DonaldHuenecke, Fire Inspector,
Roberts Park Fire ProtectionDistrict

Sephora
Chicago Fire Department
According to Deputy Fire Chief James Thomp-
son, a fire starting in the cosmetic store due to an
electric malfunction in a cosmetic case was held
in check by the store’s sprinkler system. In less
than an hour, the fire was extinguished. Even
though a few neighboring stores in the indoor
mall were openduring the fire, therewas no evac-
uation necessary.

WBBMNews Radio 780

Village in the Park
Apartments
Schaumburg Fire Department
A stovetop fire was extinguished by one sprinkler
on the seventh floor of a high-rise building. The
stove hood and cabinets over the stove were
scorched.
“There was onlyminimal smoke and fire dam-

age in the apartment of origin and no damage to
any other units in the building,” stated Battalion
Chief KennethWood. “There were no injuries to
the building occupants or firefighting person-
nel. Were it not for the automatic sprinkler sys-
tem, the outcomewould have been significantly
different.”
Wood added that the high-rise’s sprinkler sys-

tem was installed as a result of Schaumburg’s
high-rise retrofit ordinance of 2004 thatwas pro-
posed by Fire Chief David Schumann.

Terrence Simale, FireMarshal,
Schaumburg Fire Department

SUC C E S S F U L A C T I V A T I ONS

Fire Sprinklers atWork
SUCCESSFUL ACTIVATIONS is a regular feature of the Fire Sprinkler Times that
highlights submitted saves. See details at bottom of this page.

Visit www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org and download a copy of the “Save-A-Day” successful activation
form to use when you have a successful activation in a fire sprinkler protected building.

Save-A-Day

DECEMBER 2009 continued JANUARY 2010

Circuit Board Factory
West Chicago Fire Protection District
A weekend fire at the factory of a circuit board
manufacturer was extinguished by the building’s
fire sprinkler system.

TomHartel, President,
Valley Fire Protection

Townhouse Complex
Homer Township Fire Protection District
Improperly discarded rags covered in wood stain
caused a fire that was held in check by a single
sprinkler in the two-unit townhouse complex.
Firefighterswere able to quickly put out the blaze
and damage was limited to $5,000.
“Without the sprinkler system, the entire build-

ing may have been destroyed,” said Deputy Fire
ChiefWilliamBonnar.

WilliamBonnar, Deputy Fire Chief,
Homer Township Fire ProtectionDistrict

Underwriters Laboratories
Northbrook Fire Department
Northbrook fire officials believe a fire began at
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. when mattresses
that had been tested in a burn room reignited.
“There was no property damage to the facility,

which is specifically designed withmaterials that
aremeant towithstandmultiple fires,” notedDis-
trict Chief Patrick Crown. “If you had to have a
fire, this is where you’d want it.”

Patrick Crown, District Chief,
Northbrook Fire Department

FEBRUARY 2010

Eazypower Corporation
Chicago Fire Department
Sprinklers helped control a two-alarm fire in a
large factory building, which is used tomanufac-
ture tool accessories. The building was unoccu-
pied at the time of the fire and there were no
injuries reported.

Will Knight, FireMedia Affairs Commander,
Chicago Fire Department

continued on page 4
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Fire Sprinkler Tax Incentive
ActMakes ItsWay in the
Senate
After having been passed in the United States
House of Representatives and referred to the
House Committee on Ways and Means on Feb-
ruary 25, 2009, the Fire Sprinkler Tax Incentive
Acthas sat still for some time—that is, until now.
On January 22, Senators Tom Carper (D-

Delaware) andSusanCollins (R-Maine), both co-
chairs of theCongressional Fire ServicesCaucus,
introduced the Fire Sprinkler Tax Incentive Act
in the Senate, a companion bill to the House’s.
The bill has now been referred to the Senate
Finance Committee for consideration.
This bill would amend the Internal Revenue

Code of 1986 to classify automatic fire sprinkler
systems as five-year property for purposes of
depreciation. Presently, a fire sprinkler retrofit in
a commercial building is depreciated over 39
years and a residential building over 27.5 years,
providing no economic incentive for fire sprin-
kler retrofits in the high inventory of critical
occupancies across the United States.
If the legislation makes it to President

Obama’s desk and is signed, it will be applicable
to property placed in service after April 11, 2003.
Groups supporting the passage of the Fire

SprinklerTax IncentiveAct include variousorga-
nizations in state andnational fire services; home
and fire safety associations; contractor associa-
tions; health care and insurance associations;
and architect associations, among others.

“SenatorCarper andSenatorCollins are to be
commended for introducing the Fire Sprinkler
Tax Incentive Act in the Senate,” said Bill Webb,
executive director for theCongressional Fire Ser-
vices Institute. “Passage of this legislation can
have a significant impact in reducing the num-
ber of deaths and injuries caused by fire. !

BURNING ISSUES is a feature of the Fire Sprinkler
Times that highlights a special legislative issue.
Contact Tom Lia to submit your special issues.

For the preservation of life and property Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board
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Apartment Building
Rockford Fire Department
Agrease fire in thekitchenof a twelve-unit apart-
ment building was extinguished by the build-
ing’s fire sprinkler system.

Rockford Register Star

Apartment Building
Rockford Fire Department
Damage was contained to a car in an attached
garage of a ten-unit apartment building after
a sprinkler activated and kept the fire from
spreading.
“This incidence proves the value of residential

fire sprinklers in limiting fire loss andpreventing
injuries or death,” stated reporter Corina Curry.

Rockford Register Star

Residence Inn
Marriott
Oak Brook Fire Department
A small fire in a fourth floor guest
room was extinguished by the
room’s fire sprinkler. Damage was
limited to the room of origin and
the rooms on the floor directly
below the fire.

DailyHerald

Metal Fabrication
Building
Elk Grove Village Fire
Department
A single sprinkler controlled a fire
caused by hotmetal particles enter-
ing a dust collector unit. Damage
was estimated at less than $1,000.

Wilkie C. Escondo, Inspectional Services Supervisor,
Elk Grove Village Fire Department

SuccessfulActivations continued from page 3

FEBRUARY 2010 continued MARCH 2010

Hampton Inn
Skokie Fire Department
Onefire sprinkler extinguisheda fire thatbegan in
a guest room due to overheated cooking oil that
was leftunattended.The firewas contained to the
roomandtheguestwasable to escapeunharmed.
Damagewas estimated at only $5,000.

Daniel Smith, Captain – Fire Prevention Bureau,
Skokie Fire Department

Fire Station
Rockford Fire Department
The fire sprinkler systematRockfordFireDepart-
ment’s Station7helpedput out the flames of one
of itsownfire trucksandkept the fire fromspread-
ing to the structure. Investigators believe that the
flameswere sparkedby an electrical problem.

WREX-TV 13

Towers of
Edgewater
Tinley Park Fire Department
Asingle sprinkler inoneof thebuild-
ing’s units controlled a fire that was
believed to be caused by lint buildup
or amalfunctionof a clothes dryer in
the utility closet. No injuries were
reported.

Daniel Riordan, Senior Fire Inspector,
Tinley Park Fire Department

Northmoor
Country Club
Highland Park Fire Department
Atrash fire inoneof the second story
units of the country club’s dormitory

residence was contained by a single sprinkler
until fire crews arrived, keeping the fire from
spreading to other units.

Highland Park Fire Department

Burning Issues

At approximately the same time as The Early
Show live burn demonstration segment in La
GrangePark (please seepage8for story),nomore
than 20miles away in ParkRidge, a fire sprinkler
success storywas coincidentally inprogress.
The Park Ridge Fire Department responded

to a reported structure fire at a single-family
home in town, finding that the fire had begun
in a basement storage bin where electronic
equipment was stored. It took only one sprin-
kler to knock down the majority of the flames

until fire crews arrived. Damage was minimal
and no injuries were reported.
FireMarshal Kevin Plach noted that this was

the first successful activationof a residential fire
sprinkler system in a single-family residence in
Park Ridge. Since 2000, sprinklers have been a
requirement in all new construction in Park
Ridge and there are now approximately 500 to
600 single-family residences protected.
Deputy Fire Chief Jeff Sorensen adds, “The

family was very fortunate that they were able to

SUCCESSFUL ACTIVATION: DECEMBER 2009

Amalfunctioning clothes
dryer was thought to be
the source of the fire’s
ignition at the Towers
of Edgewater.

Single-Family Home Park Ridge Fire Department

stay in their home for the holidays and their
losses were kept to a minimum due to the fire
sprinkler system and quick actions by the fire
department. Even with aggressive firefighting,
the basement couldhave easily been lost if there
were no sprinklers present.”

Kevin Plach, FireMarshal,
Jeff Sorensen, Deputy Fire Chief,

Park Ridge Fire Department

http://www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org
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Deputy Chief James Walters and the Skokie Fire
Department are ecstatic aboutupcoming changes
to the village’s two oldest firehouses. Having
received anAssistance to FirefightersGrant from
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) under the Department of Homeland
Security, the firehouses are now being outfitted
with fire sprinklers to protect the firefightersand
personnel that are there daily.

“Our third station that was built in 2003 was
already fully protectedwith fire sprinklers, butwe
wanted to find a way to sprinkler our other two
stations that were built in 1958 and 1967, before
there were any fire sprinkler requirements,” said
Walters. “We have been actively attempting to
retrofit the other two since I joined the Fire Pre-
vention Bureau in 2001, presenting budgets each
year and requesting local funding for theprojects.”
Walters says that after several failed attempts

locally, thedepartmentbegan looking into the fed-
eral grant funding, which the fire department had
beenapplying for to fundotherprogramsover the
last seven years. The funding that came to fruition
for thedepartment’s retrofitprojectbeganwith the
grant application inApril 2008.

“Once we were notified that we received grant
funding in March 2009, we began developing
requests for proposals to design the suppression
system inSeptember,” statedWalters. The grant is
an 80/20 split with FEMAproviding 80% and the
Villageproviding theother 20%.Walters adds that
it took several months, but Automatic Fire Sys-
tems from Rockford, Illinois, began the installa-
tion in January 2010 and Station 16 is already
near completion.

Federal Grant Allows Skokie to Retrofit Firehouses
Although the bid

process and finalizing
the system design
took a little longer
than expected, the
actual installation
moved along smooth-
ly without any sub-
stantial delays or
issues. Shift personnel
were alerted ahead of
timewhenwork crews
would be present and
the installerswere very
good at coordinating
the project, making
sure to clean up after
completing an area.
“I was amazed at

the lack of interrup-
tion throughout the
project, especially
when the crews were in the Fire Administration
area,” notesWalters.
A product calledDeco-Shield, which looks like

a crownmolding and covers the fire sprinkler pip-
ing, was used on the first floor, which eliminated
any demolitionwork in the existing ceiling.
“Installing the fire sprinkler systems provides

the protection our firefighters deserve, and it pro-
vides an improved level of protection for the com-
munity by not allowing us to lose response
capabilities if a fire were to occur at either fire-
house,”Walters points out. “This showsour com-
mitment to fire safety in our own buildings. We

canuseourexperience
with installing fire
sprinklers as an exam-
ple for building own-
ers and contractors
who are required to
retrofit buildings in
the village.
Currently, Skokie’s

sprinkler ordinances
require all new resi-
dential occupancies,
including single-fami-
ly homes, to be sprin-
klered. Any additions
of 50% or larger in
e x i s t i n g h ome s
require sprinklers,
and any apartment-

to-condo conversions require sprinklers in com-
mon areas. For commercial buildings, anything
over 5,000 square feet will be sprinklered.

Walters encourages other fire departments to
apply for thegrants aswell, stating that grantwrit-
ing workshops
are a good start.
“You gain invalu-
able insight into
how to write and
compile a success-
ful grant andnow
we will be able to
proudly display
our two fully
sprinklered fire-
houses.” !

With fire sprinkler retrofit projects at two of Skokie Fire Department’s firehouses,
now all three of the department’s facilities will be protected with fire sprinklers.

Fire trucks, ambulances and other vehicles in the apparatus bays at the Skokie Fire
Department firehouses are being protected by the newly retrofitted network of fire sprinklers.

Mixed-Use Building
Receives Sprinkler Overhaul
Courtesy of Ahern Fire Protection
See story on page 11.

Chicago Landmark Achieves
Sprinkler Status
Courtesy of Valley Fire Protection Systems
See story on page 11.

“I was amazed at the lack of
interruption throughout the
project,” states Skokie Deputy
Fire Chief JamesWalters.

http://www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org
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Palos FPDand
Crest Hill Join
Illinois’ 13D
Communities;
Burlington FPD
Closely Following
Two more governing bodies in Illinois have
joined the ranks of municipalities and fire pro-
tection districts with NFPA 13D fire sprinkler
ordinances for single-family homes: Palos Fire
ProtectionDistrict and the City of Crest Hill.
Palos Fire Protection District, which covers

the entire Village of Palos Park and portions of
Palos Heights, Orland Park and unincorporat-
ed Palos Township, passed its ordinance in June
2009. The fire protection district upgraded its
previous NFPA 1 and NFPA 101 codes to the
2006 versions with some amendments, requir-
ing fire sprinklers in all new single-family
homes over 5,000 square feet.
According to Fire Chief Steven Carr, the

Palos Fire Protection District is now in the
process of educating government officials and
the public in the surroundingmunicipalities in
an effort to progress those municipalities’ fire
codes and protect more new single-family
homes within the area.
The City of Crest Hill also passed its own

13D residential fire sprinkler ordinance in
November 2009 by upgrading to the 2009
International Fire Code (IFC) with all appen-
dices. One of those appendices happens to be
the 2009 International Residential Code (IRC),
which will require all new single-family homes
built on or after January 1, 2011, to be protect-
ed with fire sprinklers. Crest Hill marked the
62ndmunicipality to pass a 13D ordinance.
One jurisdiction looking to follow suit with

the adoption of residential fire sprinklers in its
own codes is the Burlington Fire Protection
District. Much like Crest Hill, the fire protec-
tion district is set to pass the 2009 IFC at its
April board meeting. It, too, will include the
appendix for the 2009 IRC, which requires resi-
dential fire sprinklers.

“Here in Illinois, we havemanaged to stay on
the forefront of fire protection in homes, and
we congratulate the fire service and building
officials with the foresight to pass progressive
legislation,” said TomLia, executive director for
the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory
Board. !

New Criteria for Life Safety
Achievement Award

Since 1994, the Residential Fire Safety Institute
(RFSI) has been recognizing fire departments for
outstanding fire safety statistics and their fire
prevention efforts through the Life Safety
Achievement Award. The award was granted to
any fire department that achieved zero fire
deaths in the previous calendar year.
Although zero fire deaths is aworthy goal and

one thatwill continue, RFSI does not believe it is
the only qualification that would reflect excel-
lence in fire prevention programs. For that rea-
son, RFSI, along with partners Grinnell Mutual
ReinsuranceCompany and theNational Associ-
ation of State Fire Marshals (NASFM) Fire
Research&EducationFoundation, has updated
the criteria for the award to include other factors
thatmake communities and citizens safer.
Fire departments must now meet these new

criteria for the award: zero fire deaths or at least
a 10% reduction in fire deaths from the previous
year; an active fire preventionprogram; commit-
ment to fire prevention activities; and evidence
by somemeasure that the increased fire preven-
tion efforts aremaking a positive difference.
Recipients of the award receive a certificate

signed by the president and executive director of
theNASFMFireResearch&EducationFounda-

tion and the president of GrinnellMutual Rein-
surance Company.

The Life Safety Achievement Award campaign
for 2009 began in January 2009. All submitted
applicationsmustbereceivednolater thanJuly31,
2010. Awardnotificationwill bemade in Septem-
ber. Formore information regarding applications
for the award, please visitwww.firesafehome.org.

Operation Life Safety Newsletter
Goes Electronic

RFSI has beenpresenting current news on issues
involving fire safety in the form of a hard copy,
quarterly report called theOperation Life Safety
Newsletter since 1982.
Now, the newsletter is taking on a whole new

formasRFSIannounces thenewe-newsletter ver-
sion, Operation Life Safety Newsflash. The e-
newsletterwill be e-mailedonamonthlybasis and
more frequentlywithbreakingnews,whichmeans
that subscribers can get their newsmuch quicker
thaneverbefore.Thee-newsletterwill also feature
action alerts and updates on current events relat-
ed to residential fire sprinklers, carbonmonoxide
detection, smoke alarms, home fire safety educa-
tion andother life safety information.
Those looking to subscribe to the Operation

Life SafetyNewsflash e-newsletter cando soby e-
mailing olsnews@firesafehome.org. !

Residential Fire Safety Institute
Updates Award Criteria and
Communications

Illinois IsaLeader continued from page 2

The best resource to learn about firsthand
experience with residential fire sprinklers is
from the local fire chief of a community that
has adopted a residential ordinance. Hear from
the front lines what it’s like for firefighters to
respond to a sprinkled home where the loss of
life and property isminimized by residential fire
sprinklers. Follow the visit to the firehouse by
calling on one of the 60+ residential sprinklered
communities. There, too, youwill hear the first-
hand accounts of how better protected homes
are in these towns.

As we look back at the amazing progress
we’vemade over the last decade, we look forward
to bringing our lifesavingmessage tomore com-
munities and to more elected officials. As it did
a decade ago, Illinoiswill continue to play a lead-
ership role in the use of residential sprinklers.
We will not rest until every community in the
state advocates fire sprinklers asweworktogeth-
er to protect the lives and property of residents
and the firefighters who protect the people of
this great state. !

Additional Resources
forMore Information:

FEMAAmerica Burning
FEMAFire Fighter Life Safety Summit
USFARecommendation
ULRecommendation
ISO Insurance andWater Flow
NFPAFire Sprinkler Initiatives

The FEMA- and government-
sponsored studies below provide
further information:

Scottsdale Report
Vancouver Report
PrinceGeorge’s County Report
NFPAWater Integration Study
NFPACost and Economic Study

http://www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org
mailto:olsnews@firesafehome.org
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SPOTLIGHT ON:
SPOTLIGHT ON is a feature of the Fire Sprinkler Times that highlights a special
topic or project. Contact Tom Lia to submit a topic or project.

Tinley Park Townhouse
Rebuilt with Fire Sprinklers
After Tragic Fire

In an unprecedented event, the Town of Normal
adopted the International Code Council’s (ICC)
2009 InternationalResidential Code (IRC) in Jan-
uary, 2010,making it the 63rdmunicipality in Illi-
nois to require fire sprinkler systems in
single-family homes.
But whatmakes the adoption so unique is not

only the fact that Normal is the first Illinois
municipality toadopt the2009 IRCother than the
City of Long Grove, which already had fire sprin-
klers in its code before the newer version, but also
becauseNormal is the first downstatemunicipal-
ity to pass anNFPA 13D residential fire sprinkler
ordinance. Prior to this event, the southernmost
municipalityor fireprotectiondistrict in Illinois to
have a 13D residential fire sprinkler ordinance in
placewasParkForest,which ismerely 20-25miles
south of Chicago. Normal’s passage of the 2009
IRC marks the first major success outside of
Chicago and its surrounding suburbs.

With some amendments to the IRC, the
Town of Normal is able to give all parties
involved more time to prepare for the transi-
tion, pushing back the official enforcement of

In August 2009, a tragic fire swept through a sin-
gle unit of a Tinley Park townhome. The cause of
the fire, which occurred at approximately 5:30 in
themorning,was undetermined, and although it
did not breach the second floor ceiling or spread
to other units, it trapped a mother of three chil-
dren and ultimately led to her death.
The two-story building, which contained five

single-familyunits,was built in the late 1960s and
was not required to have a fire sprinkler system
installed at the time itwas built. According toFire
Chief Kenneth Dunn, the fire would have cer-
tainly been kept in check if fire sprinklers had
been present. He also noted that the property
ownerwouldhavebeen alerted to the firewith the
activation of the fire sprinkler system, allowing
her the necessary time to escape.
“Aswith fires inmost unprotected buildings, a

fire sprinkler system could have saved a life here
andkept the damage to aminimum,” saysDunn.
“This woman’s three young children would not
be without a mother today. It could have been a
muchbetter result andonly necessitated a simple
water cleanup.”

Now the town-
house, which is being
rebuiltwith the insur-
ance money, will fol-
low the Village of
Tinley Park’s most
modern fire safety
codes, which require
the installation of fire
sprinklers in all new
commercial and mul-
tifamily residential
buildings over 3,000
square feet.
With fire sprinklers

installed in the newly rebuilt townhouse, such an
event does not have to ever happen again. “Fire
sprinklers help to contain the fire, notify theoccu-
pant and provide a safe environment for evacua-
tion, as well as provide a safe working
environment for firefighters,” states Dunn.
“Events like this support the reasons forwhich

municipalities and fire protection districts

Newest Fire Sprinkler Ordinance Is Anything But Normal
the code from Janu-
ary 1, 2011, to Janu-
ary 1, 2012. Fire
Chief Mick Humer
does not view the
later enforcement
date as a disadvan-
tage, but rather as a
compromise that will
create a more posi-
tive experience for
everyone.
“There is no ques-

tion among townoffi-
cials, builders and
realtors that fire
sprinklers make a
home safer. But it’s
definitely going to be
a big leap as far as educating not only fire service
officials, but everyone else involved as well,” says
Chief Humer.
Chief Humer and town officials want tomake

sure that the process is done correctly and with-

out a hitch. With the passage of the ordinance
alreadyoccurring and somehardworkduring the
course of this year, the Town ofNormal sees it as
a leapworthmaking and looks forward to amore
fire-safe future. !

The Town of Normal is the first municipality outside of the Chicago suburbs to enact a
residential fire sprinkler ordinance with its adoption of the 2009 IRC.

Fire sprinklers will now protect a townhouse in Tinley Park as part of a rebuild of the
building after a tragic fire.

require fire sprinklers in their codes,” says Tom
Lia, executive director for the Northern Illinois
Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board. “Fire sprinklers
support the cause and they are one more way
that fire officials can proactively fight fires before
they even occur.” !

http://www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org
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La Grange Park Fire Department
Participates in CBS Early Show
Segment
On a cool winter morning this
past December, the La Grange
Park Fire Department was
warmed up and ready to
respond to a call of a different
sort. That day, the fire depart-
mentwas participating in a live
fire sprinkler education seg-
mentwith theCBSEarlyShow,
sharing with the nation what
their villagehasbeenpracticing
for more than seven years: resi-
dential fire sprinkler education.
Leadingup to the filmingof

the live demonstrationonhow
fire sprinklerswork in ahome,
theCBSEarly Showproducers
and the show’s home improve-
ment contributor Danny Lip-
ford worked with the Home Fire Sprinkler
Coalition to look for a fire department that
would assist with a shooting location and pro-
vide its fire services.

The Chicago area was a natural fit, having
more than 60 municipalities with ordinances
requiring residential fire sprinklers. NIFSAB
ExecutiveDirectorTomLia alsowas able to chip
in and provide information regarding fire
departments thatwere qualified for the job, com-
ing to a conclusionwith the LaGrange ParkFire
Department. “I’ve known and worked with the
La Grange Fire Department for a number of
years on residential fire sprinkler education,” said
Lia. “I knew they would be an excellent group of
fire professionals to take part in this program.”

Needing ahome toperform the live fire sprin-
kler demonstration, the La Grange Fire Depart-
ment was able to find a vacant home in town
that was available for training. “It worked out
perfectly sincewehad ahomeavailable touse for
the fire sprinkler education segment,” said Fire

Chief Dean Maggos. “Our department enjoyed
having the opportunity to participate.”
In the early hours on December 23, 2009, the

CBSEarly Show’s home improvement contribu-
torDanny Lipford narrated the segmentwhile a
fire was set. Less than a minute later, cameras
showed the fire being extinguished by the resi-
dential fire sprinkler system in the vacant home.
Fire Chief Maggos explained to Lipford how

easily a fire can start if a lit candle were to acci-
dentally be bumped into a trashcan full of
paper.With the fire spreading and the fire sprin-
kler activating, Maggos and Lipford continued
the segment, walking the audience through the
steps of safely escaping the house thanks to the
extra time provided by the fire sprinkler system.
Having experience from a number of smaller

fire sprinkler demonstrations performed
throughout the years, Fire Chief Maggos and
othermembers of the departmentwere standing
by. “Despite someof the nervousness that comes
with being televised, everyone was at ease,” said

Maggos. “The firedepartment felt
very comfortable given the situa-
tion because all of the people
involved were easy to work with
and kept it running smoothly.”
Representing the Home Fire

Sprinkler Coalition, Peg Paul
commented on the excellent job
performed by the La Grange Fire
Department in preparing for the
demonstration. “The fire depart-
ment furnished the home with
typical household items and even
got it ready for theholidays,which
included a decorated Christmas

Builders, voted in favor of residential sprinklers,
and that vote was then ratified by a vote of ICC
members in attendance at the hearing.

“The true beneficiary of this great news is the
American public,” saidChief Ronny J. Coleman,
president of the IRC Fire Sprinkler Coalition
and former firemarshal for the State of Califor-
nia. “Model code requirements establishing fire
sprinklers as a standard feature in new homes
are clearly here to stay, and that accomplish-
ment, earned through the courage and commit-
ment of our nation’s building and fire-safety
professionals, will save lives, prevent injuries and
reduce property damage associated with resi-
dential fires.”

The 2009 IRC, including the fire sprinkler
requirement, has been adopted in California,
Pennsylvania, Maryland, South Carolina and
NewHampshire, and the codehas clearedadmin-
istrative adoption hurdles inNew Jersey. Howev-
er, homebuilder associations (HBAs) in these and
other states, with the exception of California
where thebuilding industry association support-
ed residential sprinklers, havepulledout all stops
in an effort to block adoption of the IRC sprin-
kler provisions.
“HBAsacross the country are literally throwing

temper tantrums,” said JeffreyShapiro, Executive
Directorof the IRCFireSprinklerCoalitionwhen
asked to describe what’s happening with IRC
adoptions in many states. “HBAs have largely
controlled building codes affecting new home
construction for decades, and they clearly don’t
like the idea of public safety officials stepping in
andexerting authority over their industry.Never-
theless,we arepleased to seepublic safety trump-
ing politics in a growing number of states.”

One issue that may ultimately shift the per-
spective of builders toward residential fire sprin-
klers is legal liability. Regardless of whether a
state or locality chooses to amend fire sprinkler
requirements out of the IRC, courts may well
hold that it is incumbentuponbuilders to follow
established standards of care for fire safetywhen
they construct a new home.With every national
code (including the 2012 IRC) now requiring
every new residential property to be equipped
with fire sprinklers, that standardof care is clear-
ly established and is now well known to the
industry, especially given thehighprofile ofHBA
opposition to sprinklers. Accordingly, whenever
a fire involving apost-2010home is litigated, per-
hapsby a grieving family or by an insurance com-
pany seeking to recoup apayout for fire damage,
a decision by a builder to not include fire sprin-
klers in anewhomewill be easily characterized as
a deliberate indifference toward life and proper-
ty that resulted in a defective home. !

States Begin
Passage of IRC
continued from page 1

Fire Chief Dean Maggos (right) and the La Grange Park Fire Department
were involved with a CBS Early Show segment about fire sprinklers, which
featured home improvement contributor Danny Lipford (left).

With help from La Grange Park firefighters, CBS video crews and other
volunteers, the live video shoot for the CBS Early Show was a big success. continued on page 10

http://www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org


To simulate fire service response, fire hoses
were not used until ten minutes after the fires
were started in the sprinklered and unsprin-
klered rooms. In that timeperiod, initial datahas
shown that greenhouse gases were reduced by
99% in the sprinklered roomversus the unsprin-
klered. Fire damage in the sprinklered roomwas
less than3%, as comparedwith100%destruction
in the unsprinklered room, andwater usage was
reduced by 50% in the sprinklered room.
According to Dr. Christopher J. Wieczorek of

FMGlobal, “There is now unprecedented scien-
tific research to prove that fire sprinklers are
proven to protect the environment.”
A full report will be released at approximately

the end of the first quarter. The full report will
give much greater detail into the preliminary
data, such as the types and amounts of eachpol-
lutant present in the fire sprinkler demonstra-
tion, as well as room temperatures. !

On the first day of the Interna-
tional Builders’ Show on Janu-
ary 19, the nonprofit Home
Fire Sprinkler Coalition
(HFSC) and FMGlobal, one of
the world’s largest business
property insurers, held a press
conference at the HFSC booth
to announce the preliminary
data of a report that will detail
the environmental benefits of
fire sprinklers.

The study, which was con-
ducted at FM Global’s test
facilities in West Glocester,
Rhode Island, involved a fire
demonstration in two identi-
cal rooms — one sprinklered
and the other not unsprin-
klered. Data was collected through an overhead
exhaust hood as well as through water drains
and other sensors. As was suspected, prelimi-
nary findings from that demonstration have
already determined that there were significant
reductions in pollution, water usage and fire
damage in the case of a fire.

Numerous individuals from the media at the 2010
International Builders’ Show attended the press event
at the Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition’s booth.

According to Dr. Christopher J. Wieczorek of FM
Global, “There is now unprecedented scientific research
to prove that fire sprinklers are proven to protect the
environment.”

Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board For the preservation of life and property

1-866-2NIFSAB (866-264-3722) | www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org Spring 2010 | Fire Sprinkler Times 9

which the Commissioner of the Department
of Buildings and the Commissioner of the
Chicago Fire Department appear to explain
the lack of full compliance with the current
municipal law.” Further, the hearings will
address the validity of the assessment process
for Chicago’s LSEs.

Alderman Burke’s
resolution points out a
rash of recent high-rise
fires in the city. While
non-sprinklered build-
ing fires have caused
death and injury, fires
in similar but sprin-
klered buildings were
extinguished without
incident. “Three-quar-
ters of the City’s high-

rise buildings
have failed to
ensure the safety of people living in
non-sprinklered buildings,” according
to the resolution.
“Fortunately, the people of Chicago

have two advocates on their side,” Lia
says. “Alderman Burke and Phil Rogers
are to be commended for their efforts
to bring this public safety problem to
light.” !

Failure to Comply
inHigh-Rises
continued from page 1

Alderman Burke’s resolution points out a rash of recent
high-rise fires in the city, most notably the one occurring
at 260 East Chestnut in December 2009.

Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition and
FMGlobal ReleasePreliminary
Environmental Data for Fire Sprinklers

FMGlobal’s Dr. Christopher J. Wieczorek presents the “Environmental
Impact of Fire Sprinklers” report at the 2010 International Builders’ Show. Chicago Alderman

EdwardM. Burke
(14thWard)

“greenhouse gases were reduced by
99% in the sprinklered room versus
the unsprinklered. Fire damage in
the sprinklered roomwas less than
3%, as compared with 100%
destruction in the unsprinklered
room, andwater usage was reduced
by 50% in the sprinklered room”

Questions
on basic
building code?
www.iccsafe.org

http://www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org
http://www.iccsafe.org
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Tom Lia (left), Executive Director of the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB) and National
Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA) Director of Training Bob Trieber, present a donation of $1,350 to the Illinois
Fire Inspectors Association (IFIA). Accepting the award is IFIA President Jim French (center).

Ninety-five officials from 45 fire departments and 10 building departments attended NIFSAB’s two-day fire
sprinkler plan review class.

NIFSABDonates to Fire
Inspectors at Lewis University

TEAM PHOENIX is a new Chicago Marathon
CharityTeamformedtoraiseawarenessanddona-
tions for the Phoenix Society for Burn Survivors.
TEAM PHOENIX is the first Charity Running
Teamparticipating in theChicagoMarathonthat
represents burn survivors and their families, burn
care health professionals,members of the fire ser-
vice and fire sprinkler industry.
The Phoenix Society is a national nonprofit

organization dedicated to empowering anyone
affected by a burn injury through peer support,
education and advocacy.
According to TEAM PHOENIX organizers,

the Chicago Marathon is perfect because it is
held during National Fire Prevention Week, a
time at which we all focus on preventing fires
and burns. Parts of the marathon course weave
through the locationof theGreatChicagoFire, a
historic event that changed the history of codes
and building standards.
With a goal of raising

$25,000, TEAMPHOENIX
needs yourhelp. Please visit
the team’s Web site at
www.active.com/donate/teamphoenixchicago
to show your support and donate to the cause.
Notable local runners for the team include

sprinkler contractor Rodney Turner from
Alliance Fire Protection, Mundelein firefighter
Jason Brizzell and Stephanie Lia, daughter of
Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board
ExecutiveDirector TomLia. !

NewTEAM
PHOENIX
Marathon Charity
TeamNeeds
Your Support

La Grange Park
continued from page 8

tree with abounding wrapped presents. It was a
perfect setting, given that the Christmas holiday
was only days away,” said Peg Paul.
Prior to the filming of the live segment, a sim-

ilar arrangement was made with a fire depart-
ment in Tennessee, only in a vacant home that
was not equipped with a fire sprinkler system.
That segment, which aired as B-roll footage dur-
ing the live segment to show as a comparison,
showed howquickly a fire spreadswithout a fire
sprinkler system in place, thus causing a more
destructive and life-threatening situation.
After the segment aired, Fire Chief Maggos

received a number of e-mails from local officials
aswell as fire professionals throughout the coun-
try providing positive feedback. !

http://www.FireSprinklerAssoc.org
http://www.active.com/donate/teamphoenixchicago
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Just because a building is occupied, does not
mean that a fire sprinkler retrofit has to be a dif-
ficult and disruptive process for those people
inside the building. Just ask those working in the
building at 205 West Randolph, a 23-story,
mixed-use building on the corner of Randolph
andWells in Chicago’s Loop.
Originally built in 1914, with an addition

added in 1926, the building is home to medical
offices, law offices and a school, among others.
When theowners of thebuildingdecided to retro-
fit portions of the building with fire sprinklers,
they needed tomake sure that the project would-
n’t disrupt the tenants’ businesses. Ahern Fire

Protection, the fire sprinkler companyon the job,
made sure todo extensive planning to ensure that
the project was properly executed andwentwith-
out a hitch—while keeping all parties happy.
No small task, the project consisted of a fire

sprinkler retrofit of the second through eighth
floors; approximately 77,000 square feet. Over
700 sprinklers were installed.

According to one of building owners, “The
work was completed within budget, on time and
without any complaints. Like a surgical team,
they were able to install a new sprinkler system,
get in and get out — all without any issues.” !

Mixed-Use Building Receives
Sprinkler Overhaul
Courtesy of Ahern Fire Protection

Built in 1885as theStudebakerBuilding, the
presently namedChicagoFineArtsBuilding
was recently retrofitted with a fire sprinkler
system toprotect theChicago landmark and
the people that work in it and visit it daily.
Earning its status as a Chicago landmark

more than 30 years ago, the historical build-
ing holds artists’ lofts, art galleries, interior
design firms, musical instrument makers,
and theater, dance and recording studios —
all of which are protected by a newly retro-
fitted fire sprinkler system. The building
even boasts one of the fewmanual elevators
still operating in the city — run by a live ele-
vator operator. The Artists Restaurant on
the ground level is also protected.
Due to the nature of working on projects

inhistorical buildings, projectmanagerBrian
Johnstone, foreman Rich Augustyn and the
crew from Valley Fire Protection Systems
knew that they had their work cut out for
them and that there would surely be some

challenges presented to them. However,
things ran smoothly and according to plan
on the one-year-long project. Even with the
project being tackled during the building’s
normalbusinesshours, thegroupwasable to
bring disruptions to a minimum for the
artists, musicians and design professionals
whowork in the building, pleasing both the
buildingmanagement and the tenants.

According to Irene Makris, owner and
general manager of Artists Restaurant, the
project was done in a professional manner
that was unobtrusive and not disturbing to
customers.
With fire sprinklerspresent in theChicago

Fine Arts Building, there is now one more
way thathistory is beingpreservedwithin the
building’s walls. !

Chicago Landmark Achieves
Sprinkler Status
Courtesy of Valley Fire Protection Systems

Fire sprinklers now protect medical offices, law offices
and a school in the the 23-story building at 205West
Randolph in Chicago.

History is preserved at the Chicago Fine Arts Building now that it
has been retrofitted with fire sprinklers.

RETRO SECTION is a feature of the Fire Sprinkler Times that highlights a special
retrofit project. Contact Tom Lia to submit a special project. Retro Section (continued from page 5)
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For more information about fire sprinklers, contact the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory
Board, 866-2NIFSAB (866-264-3722) or send an e-mail to sprinktoml@aol.com.

Newsletter Survey
TheNorthern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB) will soon be
offering its quarterly Fire Sprinkler Times newsletter as an e-mailed newsletter
(e-newsletter).

For those whowould like to receive the Fire Sprinkler Times in an e-newslet-
ter format, please e-mail NIFSAB@PPAcom.com with your contact informa-
tion and a “Yes, I would like to receive the Fire Sprinkler Times as an
e-newsletter.”Please also provide the e-mail address that youwould prefer to
have the e-newsletter sent to.

If youwish to continue receiving the printed edition of the Fire Sprinkler
Times bymail, please e-mail NIFSAB@PPAcom.com with your contact infor-
mation and a “No, I would like to continue receiving the printed edition of
the Fire Sprinkler Times.”

To fill out the form online, please visit
www.ppacom.com/clients/NIFSAB-eblast/survey.html

Thanks in advance for your response! !

http://www.ppacom.com/clients/NIFSAB-eblast/survey.html
mailto:sprinktoml@aol.com
mailto:e-mailNIFSAB@PPAcom.comwith
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