Y2K Bug Will Not Set Off Fire Sprinklers

Chicago, June 8, 1999 -- The Northern Illinois Chapter of the National Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA) is advising the general public that reports quoting Y2K experts who warn of millions of accidental sprinkler activations occurring at midnight December 31, 1999, because of the so-called Millennium bug are grossly inaccurate.

Except for highly-specialized sprinkler systems in hazardous industrial applications-- like those found in oil tankers or refineries-- automatic fire sprinkler systems are not controlled by electronics with date-sensitive computer chips.

The NFSA believes there is some confusion between fire protection sprinklers and water irrigation sprinklers. Automatic timers for lawn sprinklers are often controlled by some form of computer chip.

A standard fire sprinkler system is a set of pipes connected to a water supply on one end and heat activated nozzles on the other. If there is no fire, there is no activation.

The only potential at-risk sprinkler system would be a deluge or pre-action sprinkler system that employs a first-generation time control module in its releasing mechanism.

Established in 1905, the National Fire Sprinkler Association is a trade group comprised of installers and manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services.
