Sprinkler Industry Disputes Cost Of Single-Family Home Sprinkler Systems In Tinley Park 
CHICAGO, IL, April 26, 1999 --The Northern Illinois Chapter of the National Fire Sprinkler Association, a non-profit group made up of sprinkler contractors and manufacturers, today announced they are challenging claims made by local home builders regarding the cost of sprinkler installation in single-family homes. 

Builders against a proposed ordinance requiring sprinklers in new homes built in Tinley Park have given cost estimates for sprinkling up to $5.00 per square foot. According to the NFSA and several independent studies, a more accurate estimate is .90¢ to $1.50 per square foot. 

Tinley Park resident John Zubrick recently had a local sprinkler contractor quote the cost of sprinkling Zubrick's new 4,000-square-foot home, an estimate that fell within the range the NFSA reported. The complete cost was $5,500 or about $1.35 a square foot. 

"We are confident that adding sprinkler requirements for Tinley Park's new single-family homes is a cost-efficient and life-saving measure," said Tom O'Connell, an NFSA spokesperson and retired 31-year veteran of the Chicago Fire Department. "This is an opportunity for Tinley Park to act as a leader among cities." 

A similar safety measure was recently passed in the neighboring Homer Fire Prevention District. That ordinance was later amended and limited by village officials under pressure by home builders who used similar inflated estimates to build the case against residential sprinklers. 

In the Chicagoland area Barrington and Long Grove currently require sprinklers in new single-family homes. Several suburbs are reviewing the measure. 
Residential Sprinklers: An Idea That's Time Has Come
Sprinklers have long been fixtures in warehouses, factories, industrial plants and high-rises, it's only been recently that homeowners and builders have recognized their value and begun to be install them in single-family homes. Today, only one-half of one percent of America's single-family housing stock contain sprinklers. But that number is growing, particularly in the luxury home market. Twenty-six states have cities with residential sprinkler ordinances. 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), a Boston-based safety group, reports that sprinklers can extinguish a typical residential fire in less than one minute and that they improve a person's chances of surviving a fire by 90 percent. When you consider that in 1996 more than 400,000 family homes were damaged by fires in the United States, and over 4,000 people were killed in residential fires, the need for residential sprinklers is obvious. 
Are Smoke Detectors Enough?
While a functional smoke detector can tell you that a fire has started, only sprinklers have the capacity to keep it from spreading until the fire department arrives, or to extinguish it. 

Sprinklers will protect occupants if the smoke detector's batteries have run out, if they are not home, or if the occupants are physically unable to escape, such is often the case with young children or the elderly. The NFPA reports that 30 percent or more of the smoke detectors in American homes are not functional, mostly due to spent or unconnected batteries. 
Dousing Sprinkler Myths
Myths are keeping sprinklers from more widespread usage. The most common misconception is that the entire sprinkler system activates in the event of a fire. The reality is that only the sprinkler or sprinklers in the immediate area of the fire will activate. One or two sprinklers can often completely extinguish a fire, keeping water damage to a minimum. 

Homeowners are worried that sprinklers will damage the appearance of their homes. That is a needless concern: Residential sprinklers are smaller than industrial models. They can be coordinated to fit a home's decor. Brass, chrome and a variety of factory colors are available. Models can be recessed into a ceiling or covered with a plate, so they can't be seen. 

For an informative brochure on home sprinklers, call the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board at 773-238-8441. Or e-mail nifsabweb@firesprinklerassoc.org. 

Established in 1905, the National Fire Sprinkler Association has approximately 2,000 members nationwide and is a not-for-profit trade association comprised of installers and manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services. The Northern Illinois Chapter has over 50 contractor and vendor company members.
