Powerful Statistics Drive Home The Importance Of Residential Fire Sprinklers

Chicago, IL, November 22, 1999 -- Fire sprinkler systems have been available since the 1880's yet they've been installed almost exclusively in commercial and industrial buildings. Statistics show, however, that property loss from fire is actually greater in residential fires -- where sprinklers are rarely installed -- than in fires in any other property. Tragically, statistics also indicate that nearly 80 percent of fire fatalities occur in homes.

On the basis of these facts, several communities throughout the United States are exploring the use of sprinklers in homes. In Illinois, the suburb of Long Grove has a residential sprinkler requirement, as does the Barrington Fire Protection District and Lake Barrington.

In 1985, Scottsdale, Arizona instituted the country's most aggressive sprinkler ordinance. It requires all new buildings, including single-family homes, to have sprinklers installed. A ten-year survey of the effectiveness of the Scottsdale ordinance points out some decidedly positive results. For example, there has not been a single fire-related death in any sprinklered property. The fire department credits the ordinance with saving eight lives. Plus, the cost of fire damage is much lower in the sprinklered homes -- up to 75% less. The average loss in a sprinklered incident was $1,945, whereas in non-sprinklered incidents the loss was $17,067.

And despite nay sayers' warnings over sprinklers damaging the home buying market, the Scottsdale real estate market has not experienced any reduction in activity. Knowledgeable local Realtors report that sprinklered homes are actually easier to sell.

Established in 1905, NFSA is a trade association comprised of installers and manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services. The Northern Illinois Chapter has over 40 contractor and vendor company members.
