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Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board Names Tom Lia Co-Director

CHICAGO, IL, February 22, 1999 -- Tom O'Connell, Executive Director of the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB), today announced the appointment of Tom Lia as co-director of NIFSAB. Lia, a former Fire Marshal for the Orland Fire District, brings to NIFSAB more than two decades of firefighting experience as well as a strong background in promoting fire safety through proactive community involvement. 

"We are pleased to welcome Tom to the NIFSAB team. His training, dedication and talents make him a valuable addition in our effort to advocate fire sprinkler protection," O'Connell stated. "NIFSAB will be working on some very substantive issues in the months to come, so we are excited to have an individual of Tom's caliber in this capacity where he'll have an influence on the fire safety standards of Chicagoland communities." 

Before being appointed to NIFSAB, Lia was Fire Marshal for the Orland Fire District (OFP) where he supervised a staff of six full-time and 16 part-time inspectors. While in Orland, Lia was instrumental in developing stronger fire sprinkler codes for that fast-growing suburb, and in grade schools across Illinois by his lobbying for the State School Fire Sprinkler Code. 

Lia has served elected terms as Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President and President of the Illinois Fire Inspectors Association. He has also acted as Field Instructor in the fire prevention programs of the Illinois Fire Chiefs Association, Moraine Valley Community College and the University of Illinois. His work with the OFP's public safety program was recognized by the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance when it named Orland number one in fire prevention in 1992 (Grand Award), 1993, 1994 and 1995. 

Lia holds a Bachelors in Business & Administration, and an Associates degree in Fire Science. 

NIFSAB was founded in 1995 to support the Northern Illinois Chapter of the National Fire Sprinkler Association, a non-profit organization made up of Chicago area sprinkler contractors and manufacturers. NIFSAB works to raise public awareness of fire sprinklers and the critical role this technology plays in saving lives and protecting property. 

Established in 1905, the National Fire Sprinkler Association is a trade association comprised of installers and manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services.
