Another Life Claimed By Fire In Unsprinklered Chicago High-Rise Building

Chicago, IL, November 17, 1999 -- Continuing a tragic pattern of fire deaths in Chicago high-rises, a fire today claimed the life of an occupant of 1510 West 13th Street, an unsprinklered Chicago Housing Association building. No other injuries were reported.

Between 1994 and 1996, 25 civilians have been killed and another 180 seriously injured in Chicago high-rise fires. Chicago's fire death rate in high-rises is four times the national average.

"More than two-thirds of the city's high-rises are not equipped with automatic fire sprinkler systems," warns Tom O'Connell, a retired Chicago firefighter and a spokesperson for the National Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA). "Today's high-rise fire was another horrible illustration of why Mayor Daley needs to require sprinklers in all Chicago high-rises."

Fires in high-rises are exceptionally dangerous because of the great heights of these buildings and the large populations that need to be evacuated. Sprinklers improve the odds of surviving a fire in all types of buildings by over ninety percent.

Established in 1905, NFSA is a trade association comprised of installers and manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services.
