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Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board

Awarded Federal Grant for Grassroots Educational Program

To Reach Millions in the State

Orland Park, IL (May 30, 2006) – The Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB) has earned a federal grant to support a fire safety education program that will reach an estimated 9 million people across a 10-county area of the state.  The Fire Prevention and Safety Grant is funded through the U.S. Department of Homeland Security/Office of Grants and Training. NIFSAB will partner with the Illinois Fire Chiefs Association, Illinois Fire Inspectors Association and the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance to implement the program.  

“We are eager to launch this important grassroots outreach program,” says NIFSAB Executive Director Tom Lia.  “The generous federal support will help NIFSAB reach more people in Illinois with life-saving information about both the dangers of residential fires and the tremendous potential for fire sprinkler systems to reduce those dangers.”

The program will increase sprinkler awareness among local authorities and elected officials and provide them with the resources necessary to support fire and building code upgrades and local residential fire sprinkler ordinances.  Members of the homebuilding industry will also be reached, helping these professionals understand how installing fire sprinklers adds great value to their new home product.  Consumers round out the program’s target audiences, increasing awareness of home fire sprinklers and growing demand.

The program will help draw attention to the fire problem, which is largely a residential problem.  Nationally, more than 80 percent of fire deaths occur in homes.  A top priority across all target audiences will be to dispel the common myths about fire sprinklers that can dampen interest in and cause confusion about fire sprinkler technology.

In addition to direct education and media outreach, NIFSAB will work with three home builders and two Habitat for Humanity projects in a sprinklered model home project based on the successful standard set by the nonprofit Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition’s “Built for Life” program.  

Sprinkler systems will be installed in a number of model homes located in communities that are ready to upgrade their codes.  NIFSAB will present the “Built for Life” educational program to members of the building community and fire and code officials in the model homes before the drywall is hung so participants can see the installation first-hand and better understand the technology.   

“HFSC has had tremendous success with its educational programs for a decade so it just makes good sense to follow their lead,” Lia says.  “The model sprinklered home is the ideal educational tool for consumers and others in the community.  I can’t think of a better way to help people understand how easily sprinklers can be integrated into a new home.”

To increase awareness about the benefits of residential fire sprinkler systems for those at highest risk, a group home for adults with disabilities will be retrofit with a residential fire sprinkler system. After the system is installed, an education program will be implemented in the home. Local public officials will be invited to learn more about the retrofit process. Through media outreach, this project will help increase consumer awareness about one of the groups at highest risk of dying in a fire. 

NIFSAB plans to share its experience with fire safety advocates throughout Illinois.  “We are hopeful the lessons learned in our program will shed beneficial light for others and that this program can serve as a model for many states,” Lia says.

NIFSAB is a non-profit organization composed of fire officials, contractors, building officials, suppliers, architects, engineers, and manufacturers.  NIFSAB is dedicated to educating and informing the public and elected and appointed officials of the vital role that fire sprinklers play in fire protection. 

For more information visit www.firesprinklerassoc.org.

