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Berkeley Passes Single-Family Fire Sprinkler Ordinance

November 20, 2003—In an effort to increase fire safety and protect their citizens, the Berkeley Village Board passed an ordinance requiring the installation of automatic fire sprinkler systems in all newly constructed homes.

Under the direction of Trustee William Daugherty, Fire Chief Frank Sustr and Fire Inspector Michael Mulcahy, the ordinance requires all new, single-family homes and townhouses to have home fire sprinklers installed according to NFPA 13D. The ordinance is effective immediately.

According to Inspector Mulcahy, it took months of planning, research and hard work with the board to pass the ordinance. “Our board thoroughly reviewed the issues. They really understood the life-saving benefits and the long-term benefits to our community,” he said.

Chief Sustr said Berkeley has an extremely supportive Board when it comes to fire safety.  People from the Fire Department and Village worked hard. Because of their work, Berkeley will be a safer community,” he said.

Both Chief Sustr and Inspector Mulcahy agree that ordinances that require residential fire sprinklers is the wave of the future because sprinklers help save lives, reduce fire-related property damage and protect firefighters who respond to house fires. 

Berkeley is the fourteenth Northern Illinois municipality to require residential fire sprinklers.

The Fire Sprinkler Tax Incentive Act needs your help! Known as H.B. 1824 it provides for tax credits for sprinkler retrofits to be changed from a 27-year write off to a 5-year write off. If passed this will help retroactive code changes, etc.

Go to the website at www.firesprinklerassoc.org to send a support message to your Congressman.

For a copy of the presentation materials and ordinance used at Berkeley contact NIFSAB at (708) 403-4468 or email sprinktoml@aol.com.

