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Oak Forest 30th Illinois Municipality/District to Pass NFPA 13D Residential Fire Sprinkler Ordinance

51st Community to Support "Zero Fire Tolerance" in Commercial Occupancies

Oak Forest, IL (August 15, 2005) The Oak Forest City Council agreed to a proposal by Fire Chief Lindsay Laycoax on Tuesday, August 9th, making Oak Forest Illinois' 30th municipality/district to adopt NFPA 13D standards for installation of residential fire sprinklers in new single-family homes.

In further fire safety action, Council members approved a "Zero Fire Tolerance" ordinance for new commercial occupancies, making it the 51st municipality/district to do so in Illinois.

“I pursued this fire safety ordinance for the welfare of Oak Forest residents and firefighters,” Chief Laycoax said. “Mayor JoAnn Kelly, Legislative Subcommittee Chairwoman Nancy Hullinger and other city council leaders on the committee have made a decision that will help protect the lives of the public and firefighters as well as residential and business properties."

The Council members' decision benefited from the findings of FEMA's (Federal Emergency Management Agency) "America Burning" report stating fire sprinklers are a community's number one defense against fire's spread.

The decision is in keeping with FEMA's "Firefighter Life Safety Summit" focused on reducing firefighter deaths and injuries by 50 percent in the next 10 years by having municipalities adopt improved fire safety codes as well as residential fire sprinkler requirements in new homes.

Other important information considered in the Council's decision-making process were the National Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA) Four-Part Residential Program, Operation Life Safety, Residential Fire Safety Institute (RFSI), National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) recommendations, and research and studies from the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB).
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“This is an important fire safety milestone in northern Illinois and another example of strong and effective partnerships between local fire services and elected officials,” said Tom Lia, NIFSAB Executive Director. “As the leaders in municipalities like Oak Forest continue to make the safety and well-being of the public and first responders their top priority, their vision distinguishes them and their communities and helps set Illinois apart in the nation.”  

Recently, the St. Charles & Countryside Fire Protection District passed a similar ordinance to meet NFPA 13D national standards for sprinkler installation in new home construction. Over 80 percent of fire deaths occur in homes, according to NFPA.
NIFSAB is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to educating and informing the public as well as elected and appointed officials on the vital role fire sprinklers play in fire protection. 

For more information please visit www.firesprinklerassoc.org.

