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Facts on Fire
From Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board

Orland Park, IL (October 11, 2005) – The Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB) offers the following information relevant to Fire Prevention Week (October 9-15) and Fire Safety Month (October).

Illinois is Home to Fire Prevention Week:  Fire Prevention Week has an historic local connection.  The week pays homage to the Great Chicago Fire, which started on October 8, 1871 and burned into October 9th, killing more than 250 people and leaving more than 100,000 homeless.  

Fire Prevention Week was born on the 40th anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire, when the Fire Marshals Association of North America took the first steps to formally observe the anniversary as a teaching opportunity.  Fire Prevention Day was first issued by President Woodrow Wilson in 1920.  Two years later, the first Fire Prevention Week was proclaimed and since 1925, the week has been observed by Presidential Proclamation on the Sunday through Saturday period in which Oct. 9th falls.
The Nation’s Fire Problem is a Residential Problem:  According to the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM), there were 824 civilian and 16 firefighter fatalities in the state since 2000.  Nationally, more than eight out of every 10 fire deaths occur in the home.  

Fire Prevention Week is an important opportunity for fire safety advocates in Illinois to raise public awareness not just of prevention but also of protection from fire.  For decades, national safety leaders have agreed that residential fire sprinkler systems present the best opportunity our nation has to dramatically lower the fire death toll.   Sprinklers are highly effective at saving lives of both civilians and first responders.

Unequaled Fire Protection in Illinois:   Illinois leads the nation with towns that carry minimum-zero-square-foot sprinkler ordinances, requiring all commercial buildings in the towns to be protected by sprinklers.  In 2004, Chicago passed an ordinance requiring all commercial high-rise buildings to be retrofit with sprinklers.  Today more than 30 Chicago area towns require sprinklers in all new home construction.

Fire Sprinklers Save Lives:   In Illinois and in every state, the people who are most vulnerable to fires are young children and older adults.  Additionally, people with disabilities are also at higher risk.  Fire sprinklers are especially helpful at protecting the most vulnerable members of our society, who may have difficulty escaping a fire on their own.

NIFSAB is a non-profit organization composed of fire officials, contractors, building officials, suppliers, architects, engineers, and manufacturers.  NIFSAB is dedicated to educating and informing the public and elected and appointed officials of the vital role that fire sprinklers play in fire protection. 

For more information visit www.firesprinklerassoc.org.

