 CLARENDON HILLS FIRE CHIEF NAMED RECIPIENT OF 
WAYNE LEUCHT MEMORIAL AWARD

The Northern Illinois Chapter of the National Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA) and the Illinois Fire Prevention Association (IFPA) announced that Fire Chief Brian Leahy of the Clarendon Hills Fire Department, is the recipient of the NFSA’s Wayne Leucht Memorial Award. 

In memory of fallen firefighter Wayne Leucht, a Fire Inspector from the Northbrook Fire Department, the award was created to recognize members of the local fire service who personify the spirit and dedication of the fire service. The recipients are also recognized for their efforts to increase the use and knowledge of the life- and property-saving benefits of fire sprinklers in their communities.

Don Smith, Chairman of the Northern Illinois Chapter of the NFSA said they chose Leahy because of his dedication and hard work, “Brian worked many hours to make sure his village board was informed and educated about the benefits of residential fire sprinklers. That is why they approved the NFPA 13D ordinance.”  “Then one year later, he stood up to those who tried to repeal the ordinance, answering all of their questions and maintaining the support of his village board. Brian is clearly respected by those who work with him,” Smith added. 

Leahy began his fire service career in 1971 in the Clarendon Hills cadet program where he grew up. Two years later he became a paid firefighter. From there, he moved up the ranks until he became chief in 1985. 

Leahy said he learned about the importance of fire sprinkler protection throughout his career, but he became heavily involved in fire prevention as a department inspector in 1982. 

“There were many situations where fire sprinklers would have prevented damage and loss. I experienced two fire deaths,” Leahy said. “One was a fire in a single-family home; the other was in a multi-family. Both deaths would have been prevented if fire sprinklers were installed in the buildings,” he said. 

Leahy said fire sprinkler protection in new construction is important because of the types of homes being built. Approximately 65 Clarendon Hills' homes are demolished and replaced with new homes each year. 
“The new homes are 4,000 to 5,000 square feet and two to three stories. They are built to the zoning limits. The sprinklers protect the occupants, their neighbors and our firefighters,” Leahy said.  Today, roughly 300 homes in Clarendon Hills are protected with fire sprinklers.

“I’m honored to receive this award,” Leahy said. “I grew up in Clarendon Hills. I’m proud to play a role in making it one of the safest communities when it comes to fire safety. I’m proud to receive this award because of that work.” 

Leahy is the sixth recipient of the Leucht Memorial Award, following Chief MacIsaac of Wheeling, Chief Danley of Barrington Fire Protection District, Battalion Chief Dan Tholotowsky of Pleasantview Fire Protection District, Division Chief Alan Berkowsky of Evanston Fire Department and Robert Nielsen, Director, Fire Prevention Bureau, Westmont Fire Department. 

Leahy will be presented the award along with a $2,500 donation to the charity of his choice at the Tenth Annual Illinois Burn Prevention Golf Invitational, on June 6th at Glen Flora Country Club in Waukegan.
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