Pleasantview Fire Protection District officials are crediting a sprinkler system for preventing extensive damage

Pleasantview Fire Protection District officials are crediting a sprinkler system for preventing extensive damage from a fire at the Rolling Lanes Bowling Alley at 5:56 P.M. on Monday, January 7. located at 6301 Joliet Road in Countryside.

It appeared the fire originated' in the restaurant kitchen hood exhaust vent for the broiler. Damage was restricted to the restaurant area.

Several neighboring fire departments assisted the Pleasantview Fire Protection District at the fire incident. Emergency fire apparatus remained on the scene until 7:49 P.M. Although the building was occupied at the time of the fire, fire officials reported no injuries. An investigation is being conducted to determine the cause of the fire.

Fire Marshal, Daniel Tholotowsky was elated that the sprinkler system activated and assisted with the extinguishment of the fire. Since 1985, the fire district has displayed a "Sprinkler Tree" at the fire protection district headquarters located at 1970 Plainfield Road In LaGrange Highlands. To date, there were a total of 39 activated fire sprinkler heads located on the sprinkler tree. The activated sprinkler head from the Rolling Lanes Bowling Alley fire will have the distinct honor of being the 40th. sprinkler head added to the tree. The activated sprinkler heads displayed on the tree are excellent reminders to all district residents the importance of sprinkler systems.

Sprinklers operate automatically in the area of fire origin, preventing a fire from growing undetected to a dangerous size while simultaneously sounding an alarm. Automatic fire sprinklers keep fires small. The majority of fires in sprinklered buildings are handled by one or two sprinklers.

Sprinklers may be the most reliable fire protection system known. Sprinklers do not rely upon human factors such as familiarity with escape routes or emergency assistance. They go to work immediately to reduce the danger. Sprinklers prevent the fast developing fires of intense heat, which are capable of trapping and killing dozens of building occupants.

For additional information about sprinkler systems, contact the Pleasantview Fire Protection District at (708) 352-9229.
