FIRE SPRINKLERS CAN PREVENT FATALITIES

In the wake of the two fatalities in a Lake Forest home fire Monday night, fire officials want to inform members of the community that home fire sprinklers can protect lives and property. 

Tom Lia, Executive Director of the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB) said fire sprinklers probably would have saved the lives of the two men.

"If the home would have had a residential fire sprinkler system, the sprinkler could have fought the fire while the men escaped," Lia said. "Fire sprinkler systems are designed to reduce heat, flames and smoke and prevent flashover. Often, fire sprinklers extinguish a fire before the fire department arrives at the scene."

According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), 80 percent of all fire deaths occur in homes. Twenty percent of the deaths occur in fires where there were working smoke alarms.

According to Mike Frake, Lake Forest Fire Inspector, the home did have working smoke alarms. "It looks like one of the occupants tried to fight the fire," Frake said. "People don't realize how quickly a fire can spread. Smoke detectors are essential because they warn you if you have a fire. But a fire sprinkler starts controlling the fire protecting lives and property."

Frake said 22 townhouses and three single-family homes in Lake Forest are protected with residential fire sprinkler systems. "We are expecting another 100 homes to be built in Lake Forest. Every one of those homes should have a fire sprinkler system," he said.

According to Lia, recent technology breakthroughs have made sprinklers more affordable and easier to install in homes. "On average they add only 1% to 1.5% of the total building cost in new construction," he said.

For more information, call NIFSAB toll-free at 866-2NIFSAB.
