WHEELING PASSES ORDINANCE TO REQUIRE FIRE SPRINKLERS IN SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES & MOBILE HOME
- Ordinance is the Result of a Ten Year Effort, Says Fire Chief --

WHEELING, IL, July 20, 2000 -- On Monday night, the Northwest Chicago suburb of Wheeling, Illinois passed an ordinance requiring fire sprinkler systems in newly-constructed single-family homes, in existing homes that undergo extensive remodeling, and in new mobile homes.  In doing so, Wheeling becomes the fourth Chicagoland suburb to require residential sprinklers, following the lead of Barrington, Long Grove and Hoffman Estates. A similar ordinance is currently under review in the western suburb of Clarendon Hills. 
According to Wheeling Fire Chief Keith MacIssac, the ordinance will require all newly constructed single-family homes and new mobile homes to have sprinkler systems installed in conformance to national building code NFPA 13-D.  He expects the ordinance to impact the 5-7 new homes that are built each year in Wheeling, and the 3-5 mobile homes that are installed annually. In addition, single-family homes in Wheeling undergoing remodeling that doubles their square footage,  such as the addition of a second floor to a ranch-style home,  will be required to be retrofit with fire sprinklers, also per NFPA 13-D. 
"This ordinance effectively closes the loop on sprinkler requirements in Wheeling," said Chief MacIssac, who noted that the ordinance is the result of a ten-year process to strengthen the Village's building codes.  With the new ordinance's passage, all new construction in Wheeling, regardless of use, must be sprinklered. 
"By educating the members of Village Board, the community and local developers  of the value of fire sprinklers, we have had little resistance to upgrading codes. Once they see that sprinklers are a smart solution to many problems they are on-board," the Chief continued.

The residential sprinkler issue has been on the board's agenda for several years, but the December 1999 fire death of a paraplegic in a nearby mobile home brought it to the forefront. "It was the first fire death in Wheeling in fifteen years. The death of this man hit the Mayor, the Village Board and the fire department hard," the Chief said.

After the deadly fire the board was confronted with either requiring fire sprinklers in mobile homes or decreasing the density of homes in Wheeling's two trailer home parks.  They opted for the sprinklers. 
 "We are very pleased that Chief MacIssac has taken this proactive step to better protect his community," said Tom Lia, a spokesperson for the National Fire Sprinklers Association (NFSA). "Residential single-family home sprinkler ordinances are becoming a commonplace occurrence in the Chicago area, and we expect more villages will follow suit shortly."
Cost is frequently an argument against installing sprinklers in single-family homes, said Lia. The Northern Illinois Chapter of the NFSA recently conducted a study in a Tinley Park single-family residence that resulted in an installation figure of $1.38 a square foot.  In Barrington, another local suburb that requires sprinklers in new homes, Barrington Fire Chief Dave Danley has reported that installation cost in new construction runs as low as 98 cents a square foot. 
Recent independent tests confirmed that sprinklers will extinguish a typical residential fire in less than one minute and that they improve the chances of surviving a fire by 82 percent.  In Long Grove and Barrington there has not 

been a single fire fatality in homes protected by residential sprinklers.  In Scottsdale, Arizona, a ten-year study has shown not a single death in a fire in a sprinklered single-family home, while ten fire deaths were recorded in non-sprinklered homes over the same period. 
Established in 1905, NFSA is a trade association comprised of installers andmanufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services. 

