Park Ridge Becomes Sixth Chicago Suburb to Require Fire Sprinklers in
Single-Family Homes

— Residential sprinklers are "one of the most important safety movements in

the region," says sprinkler industry official —

PARK RIDGE, IL, December 19, 2000 ​ Park Ridge city officials passed an

ordinance yesterday requiring automatic fire sprinkler systems in all new

construction, including single-family homes.  This ordinance makes Park

Ridge the sixth local municipality to require sprinklers in single-family

homes, following the lead of Barrington, Long Grove, Hoffman Estates,

Wheeling and Clarendon Hills.

Park Ridge Fire Chief Ed Dubowski was behind the push to require residential

sprinklers. He has said that the code, if it had been enacted earlier, might

have prevented two deaths in Park Ridge home fires over the past three

years.

"This legislation represents the culmination of the hard work of several

City officials," said Dubowski.  "I’m very pleased that all new construction

in our community will be protected by fire suppression systems, providing a

safer working environment for our firefighters and safer homes and

businesses for our citizens."

"We congratulate the Park Ridge officials and Fire Chief Dubowski for having

the courage to put the interest of the community and firefighters first, and

for recognizing that lives will be saved by requiring fire sprinklers," said

Tom Lia, Executive Director of the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory

Board (NIFSAB), a non-profit group that educates local officials, fire

departments and the general public to the life-saving advantages of

sprinklers.

Lia, the former Fire Marshal for the Orland Fire District and Past President

of the Illinois Fire Inspectors, said that residential sprinklers are "one

of the fastest growing and most important safety movements in our region

today."

Like many communities close to Chicago, Park Ridge has experienced a wave of

"tear-downs" where a smaller home is demolished and a much larger home is

built in its place.  Dubowski has expressed concern that these new

"mini-mansions" put firefighters’ lives at greater risk because of their

considerable size and the complexity of their layouts.

PROVEN LIFESAVING PERFORMANCE

Fire sprinklers can extinguish a typical residential fire in less than one

minute to dramatically improve survival rates. In Long Grove and Barrington

there has not been a single fire fatality in homes protected by residential

sprinklers.  In Scottsdale, Arizona, a ten-year study has shown not a single

death in a fire in a sprinklered single-family home, while ten fire deaths

were recorded in non-sprinklered homes over the same period. There has never

been a multiple loss of life fire in a fully sprinklered building.

AN INVESTMENT IN SAFETY

Cost is frequently used as an argument against installing sprinklers in

single-family homes. A recent study in a Tinley Park single-family residence

resulted in an installation figure of $1.38 a square foot.  In Barrington,

another local suburb that requires sprinklers in new homes, Barrington Fire

Chief Dave Danley has reported that installation cost in new construction

runs approximately $1.50 a square foot.

The Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board is a non-profit group

dedicated to heightening awareness of the life-saving and

property-protecting benefits of automatic fire sprinkler systems. Members

include contractors, architects, fire chiefs, fire inspectors, suppliers and

building officials.
