National Fire Sprinkler Association Endorses With Reservations Sprinklering of Homes In Hoffman Estates, Fully Supports Move To Sprinkle Townhouses

Chicago, February 21, 2000 -- The Northern Illinois Chapter of the National Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA), a not-for-profit group comprised of Chicagoland sprinkler contractors and suppliers, endorses with reservations a plan approved tonight by the Village of Hoffman Estates which calls for the installation of partial sprinkler systems in an estimated 900 single-family homes to be built on the western edge of that city over the next five years.
The NFSA also announced its support of a related measure to completely sprinkler 2,500 townhouses set for construction in the same development.

"We praise the Mayor of Hoffman Estates, the Board members and the fire department for having the vision to take a proactive approach to life-safety in these homes and townhouses, especially in light of misrepresentations made in the press regarding the cost and effectiveness of sprinklers," said Tom Lia, a retired Fire Marshal for the Orland Fire District and a spokesperson for the NFSA. "The vote tonight is an important first step to making fire sprinkler protection an essential and required part of every new home built in the Chicago area."

According to Lia, the NFSA's reservations stem from the plan requiring only a "partial" sprinkler system in the single-family homes. This is not in accordance to recognized national building codes (NFPA-13D). The single-family plan requires sprinklers solely in the area of gas-fired equipment, such as a furnace, clothes dryer or stove. Sprinklers will not be required in living rooms or bedrooms, although sixty-four percent of fires that result in fatalities begin in those spaces (National Fire Protection Association, 1996). The townhouses, however, will be fully sprinklered to code.

Cost has been the central issue in the debate to require sprinklers. The NFSA recently conducted a study in a Tinley Park single-family residence that resulted in an installation figure of $1.38 a square foot. In Barrington, another local suburb that requires sprinklers in new homes, Fire Chief Dave Danley has reported that installation cost in new construction runs as low as 98 cents a square foot. Builders opposed to sprinklering the Hoffman Estates homes have pegged installation costs at twice that figure.

Established in 1905, NFSA is a trade association comprised of installers and manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services.
