FIRE SPRINKLERS STOP NURSING HOME FIRE
GLENVIEW, IL, November 13, 2000 ​ Thanks to the fast action of the fire

department and a local code that required the installation of automatic fire

sprinklers in nursing home facilities, an early morning fire at the Manor

Care Health Center, a nursing home located in Glenview, Illinois, was

extinguished before it could spread and endanger the lives of elderly

residents, many of whom were confined to wheelchairs.

According to the Glenview Fire Department, only one fire sprinkler was

needed to stop the fire that occurred Saturday, October 28. The Department

suspects that the careless use of matches may have started the fire.  Only

two injuries were reported and property damage is expected to be less than

$3,000.

"Our men did a great job of evacuating the residents and getting help to

those that needed it," said Glenview Fire Department Chief Joe Robberson.

"This was a picture perfect example of effective fire suppression."

Recent independent tests confirmed that sprinklers will extinguish most

fires in less than one minute and that they improve the chance of surviving

a fire by 82 percent. When combined with a working smoke detector,

sprinklers will enhance the likelihood of surviving a fire by nearly 100

percent.

Established in 1905, NFSA is a trade association comprised of installers and

manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services.
