Fire Sprinklers Save Two Buildings in Lake Zurich 
LAKE ZURICH, IL, October 2, 2000 ? Two potentially tragic fires within three days of each other were extinguished by fire sprinkler systems required by a recently-adopted Lake Zurich building code. The code requires all structures, regardless of size, to install a sprinkler system, other than single-family homes. 

  

On September 24, an apparent failure of a furnace that stuck in the closed position in a crowded apartment building caused a furnace to overheat and produce dangerous heat levels in the furnace room.  As the temperature quickly climbed towards the ignition point of the structural materials in the room, a single sprinkler head in the closet activated to reduce the temperature of the furnace and eliminate the potential for lost life and property. 

  

Three days later, a fire broke out in a townhome, but was quickly extinguished by one sprinkler head before the arrival of the fire department. In this case, the homeowner was cooking on the stove when the container failed and the contents ignited. A stovetop fire erupted and quickly spread to the cabinets and adjacent appliances.  A sprinkler head located within a few feet of the stove activated and extinguished the fire. 


According to the Lake Zurich Fire Department, fire units that responded to the incidents were not required to perform any rescue, extinguishment or ventilation efforts, but only had to shut off the water supply and mop up the floor. 

  

"The purpose of our sprinkler code is to reduce the loss of life and property from fire," said Lake Zurich Fire Chief Terry Mastendrea. "If these two buildings were not equipped with alarms and sprinklers, there was the potential for a large loss fire with significant risk to occupants, firefighters and neighbors. Our sprinkler code has been tested time and again by fire, and has proven its value every time." 

  

The Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board is a non-profit group dedicated to heightening awareness of the life-saving and property-protecting benefits of automatic fire sprinkler systems. The Board is supported by installers and manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services. 

