FIRE SPRINKLERS PREVENT POTENTIAL DISASTER AT 

ADDISON¹S  DEVRY INSTITUTE 

ADDISON, IL, November 9, 2000 ​ A single fire sprinkler prevented what could

have been a major disaster at a local technical college, according to the

Addison Fire Department.

Lieutenant Paul Sabai of the Addison Fire Department reported to the

Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board that on October 11, 2000, a

fast-spreading blaze in a rolling dumpster inside the Devry Technical

Institute was extinguished by the school¹s sprinkler system.  Sabai credits

the sprinklers and the use of fire doors.

"The fire protection system provided a save to this building," said Sabai,

who noted that the school was only closed for one hour until clean-up was

completed.  

"Smoke was contained to the hallway and was further removed by the fire

crews with positive pressure ventilation. This was a fire with very limited

damage to the building due to the fact that sprinklers controlled it to the

room of origin."

Cigarette butts, collected by a cleaning crew and deposited inside the

dumpster, are suspected to be the cause of the fire.  The dumpster had been

placed inside the school¹s electrical room where the butts smoldered until

flames erupted, setting off a single fire sprinkler that quickly

extinguished a potentially life-threatening catastrophe.

Established in 1905, NFSA is a trade association comprised of installers and

manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services.
