Fire Catches Up with Code Variance at Orland Park’s American Sales Store

ORLAND PARK, IL, September 22, 2000 –  
An early morning fire today struck American Sales in Orland Park, Illinois, a major retailer of recreational merchandise, causing more than an estimated $1,500,000 in property damage, with the potential for hundreds of thousands of dollars of lost seasonal sales.  Built in the late 1980s, the 20,000 square-foot store was originally given a four-year code variance by Fire District Trustees to not install a needed water supply to operate its fire sprinkler system.  After annexation, Village of Orland Park elected officials repeatedly gave the store rollover variances to the requirement because of requests by American Sales. 
A well underneath American Sales supplied water to provide basic domestic needs, such as toilets and faucets, but could not be used for the sprinklers. 
Dan Gengler, Regional Manager of the National Fire Sprinkler Association, said: “The Village’s variance resulted in this building being seriously damaged. It also put the fire fighters at risk. An operating sprinkler system would have allowed the store to re-open tonight after a minor clean up. Instead, it will be closed for an undeterminable amount of time because of structural damage.” 
For more information, contact the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board at 1-708-403-4468.  Fax, 1-708-403-4614.  E-mail: SPRINKLTOML@aol.com. 
Established in 1905, the NFSA is a trade association comprised of installers and manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services.  
