Chicago Area Officials Are Encouraged To Attend Fire Sprinkler Installation In Lockport Single-Family Home
LOCKPORT, IL, September 12, 2000; The Homer Fire Protection District and the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB), a non-profit group dedicated to promoting fire sprinkler technology, announced today that it will host a fire sprinkler system installation and burn trailer demonstration on Wednesday, September 13, 2000, in a new single-family home construction site located at 12428 Countryview Drive, Lockport, Illinois.  Mark Krizik, a former firefighter who wants the protection that residential sprinklers provide, owns the home. 

The event, which runs from 9:00am to 5:00pm, is intended to offer city and village officials, planners, builders, developers and the general public a first-hand look at a sprinkler system being installed in a single-family home according to National Code Standard NFPA-13D, and display how easily a system can be integrated around HVAC, electric and plumbing components.  Members of Sprinkler Fitters Local #281, Addison, Illinois, will do the installation.

"With more communities choosing to require sprinklers in new single-family homes, it is critical that Chicagoland officials and builders understand the simplicity of system installation as well as the life-saving benefits of sprinklers," said Tom Lia, Executive Director of NIFSAB, who noted that attendees will also view a live fire sprinkler demonstration burn trailer that allows people to sit inside while a fire is "started  and extinguished by sprinklers ” only inches away.

SPRINKLER MOVEMENT GROWING IN SUBURBS
Wheeling, Long Grove, Barrington, Hoffman Estates, and most recently, Clarendon Hills have all passed ordinances requiring fire sprinkler systems in new single-family homes.  Lia predicts that by 2010 more than ninety percent of all new single-family home s built in the Chicagoland area will have sprinklers installed.

"In the United States, more than three thousand people die each year in residential fires, a fact that clearly demonstrates that current codes are tragically ineffective at saving lives," warned Dan Turner, Deputy Fire Marshal of the Homer Township Fire Protection District.  "It is ironic that few arguments are made with requiring fire sprinklers in a warehouse to protect boxes, but it is considered controversial to use sprinklers to protect families and firefighters."

PROVEN LIFESAVING PERFORMANCE
Fire sprinklers will extinguish a typical residential fire in less than one minute to dramatically improve survival rates. In Long Grove and Barrington, which have had ordinances in place for several years, there has not been a single fire fatality in homes protected by residential sprinklers.  In Scottsdale, Arizona, a ten-year study has shown not a single death in a fire in a sprinklered single-family home, while ten fire deaths were recorded in non-sprinklered homes over the same period. There has never been a multiple loss of life fire in a fully sprinklered building. 

  

To receive detailed information about the event, call the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board at 708-403-4468.  Or e-mail nifsabweb@firesprinklerassoc.org The Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board is a non-profit group dedicated to heightening awareness of the life-saving and property-protecting benefits of automatic fire sprinkler systems. Installers and manufacturers of fire sprinklers and related equipment and services support the Board. 

Editor Note: Media are encouraged to attend the event.  The burn trailer 

offers outstanding footage of a live fire and sprinklers activation.  NIFSAB 

and fire department officials will be on-hand for interviews about the 

residential fire sprinkler movement in Chicago suburbs. 

