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National Fire Service Speaks Out
Against Anti-Sprinkler Bills
Courtesy of the National Fire Protection Association

Citing the fact that more than 90 percent of
fireground firefighter deaths occur in one-
and two-family homes, leading fire service
organizations warned against state-by-state
legislative efforts, orchestrated by home-
builders, which are designed to prohibit
communities from requiring residential fire
sprinklers in new home construction. Fire
service groups are reiterating their strong
support for sprinklers in the wake of several
legislative attempts across the country.

“Anti-sprinkler proponents are attempting
to deny local jurisdictions the right to decide
on critical safety code provisions and if suc-
cessful, they will put firefighters and the
public at risk,”said International Association
of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) President Chief Larry J.
Grorud, CFO, MIFireE. “These anti-sprinkler
bills will set a dangerous precedent.” Chief
Grorud said there are now bills in approxi-
mately 15 states that ignore the well estab-
lished, life-safety benefit of sprinklers and if
passed, will take away a real opportunity to
enhance public and firefighter safety.

According to the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA), approximately 80 per-
cent of all fires occur in homes, but when
home fire sprinklers are present the chances
of dying in a home fire decrease by about 80
percent. NFPA has no record of a multiple
fatality fire in a sprinklered building where
the system operated. All model safety codes
now call for the installation of residential
sprinklers in new home construction.

“Now is not the time to backslide on fire
and life safety. It is important to move this
technology forward with the adoption of
sprinkler provisions from the model codes
into state and local codes in order to bring
this added level of safety to all citizens,”said
Georgia State Fire Marshal Alan R. Shuman,
president of the National Association of
State Fire Marshals (NASFM).

“We see the devastating consequences of
home fires every day,and we know sprinklers
save lives,” International Association of Fire
Fighters (IAFF) General President Harold A.
Schaitberger said.“These misguided legislative
efforts will make it harder to keep people safe,
protect their property,and will jeopardize the
lives of firefighters.”

“Home fire sprinklers provide an added
level of safety because they control heat,
smoke and flames allowing occupants
time to escape and giving firefighters a
safer environment,” said National Volun-
teer Fire Council (NVFC) Chairman Philip
C. Stittleburg. “The NVFC’s state associa-
tion members have been fighting and will
continue to push back against attempts
to restrict fire sprinkler installation in new
residential construction.”

Roughly 90 percent of the time, fires are
contained by the operation of just one sprin-
kler. When sprinklers are not present, the
fire can burn for minutes, raging out of con-
trol, filling the home with toxic smoke and
resulting in far greater losses. A recent NFPA
report states that sprinklers reduce the aver-
age property loss by 71 percent per fire.

Anyone interested in public safety and
learning more about home fire sprinklers can
visit www.firesprinklerinitiative.org. �

Multifamily Fire Protection News
in the North
In 2006, the state of Wisconsin adopted the
2006 edition of the International Building
Code (IBC) with modifications. The code
includes the installation of fire sprinkler sys-
tems in all new construction multifamily
dwellings of three units or greater.

During the process to adopt the 2006 IBC,
the Wisconsin Builders Association opposed
the adoption, expressing increased build-
ing, material and labor costs as their pri-
mary concern.

Concluding the adoption process, the state
legislature wanted to come to a compromise
on the code to make a final decision. Pro-
posals from the builders and other legisla-
tors who were working against the adoption
of the national model code requested the
inclusion of a 10-year phase-in. These same
influencers wanted multifamily dwellings
with 13 units or greater to be required to
install fire sprinkler systems, but exempting
all multifamily buildings with no municipal
water supply.

After numerous discussions, the code was
passed with minor modifications to the
national model code, calling for the installa-
tion of fire sprinkler systems in multifamily
dwellings of nine units or greater. The code
also allows the option to install NFPA 13D sys-
tems in 3- and 4–unit buildings,only when an
area lacks a municipal water supply.The code
became effective March 2008.

Beginning January 1, 2011, the code will
require the defaults to the model code calling
for the installation of fire sprinkler systems in
dwellings of three units or greater.

After the adoption of the code, the Wis-
consin Builders Association continued its
fight against the second modification of
three units or greater by challenging the
Wisconsin Department of Commerce’s
authority to ratify this rule. The building
association took its battle to the Wisconsin
Supreme Court, but the court rejected the
appeal this past May.

All of the efforts made by fire service and
fire safety organizations, such as the Wis-
consin Chapter of the National Fire Sprin-
kler Association, have turned out successful
when they were needed most. As is evident
in Wisconsin, teaching top officials the facts
behind fire sprinklers and their benefits con-
tinues to be a vital operation for acceptance
of fire sprinkler legislation, whether locally
or nationally.

“When a building burns to the point that
it can’t be occupied, it is a total loss,”says Dan
Gengler, North Central Regional Manager of
the National Fire Sprinkler Association. “The
increased cost to install fire sprinkler systems
provides savings in other parts of the build-
ing. The cost of constructing a new building
alone is a lot of money, and ultimately, you
cannot replace lost lives.” �

http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org


INSURANCE SERVICES OFFICE, INC. 
 
www.isomitigat ion.com 800- 444- 4554  

RESIDENTIAL SPRINKLERS ISO FACT SHEET 
 
ISO is an independent statistical, rating, and advisory organization that serves the property/casualty 
insurance industry. ISO is the leading supplier of underwriting information, advisory loss costs, 
supplementary rating information and standardized policy language to insurers in all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. ISO offers the following regarding how residential sprinklers are reflected in ISO's 
advisory residential property programs: 
 
PREMIUM DISCOUNTS

The standard ISO Dwelling Fire and Homeowners Programs contain available premium 
Credits for installation of fire sprinkler protection up to a maximum of: 

13% for full sprinkler protection that includes all areas of a home, including attics, bathrooms, 
closets, and attached structures; 
8% for fire sprinkler protection of all areas of a home excluding the attic, bathrooms, closets, and 
attached structures as long as fire detection equipment is installed in those areas where sprinklers 
are omitted; 

 
Individual insurer programs may provide different credits. 
 
SPRINKLER "LEAKAGE" COVERAGE

The presence of a residential sprinkler system may raise concern about the risk of accidental 
water leakage from the system. ISO’s standard Homeowners policy forms provide coverage for 
"…accidental discharge or overflow of water…from within a…fire protective sprinkler system…".  
This coverage is included in the basic policy. There is no extra charge for this coverage. 
 
Also, coverage is provided for water damage related to the suppression or extinguishment of a covered fire. 
 
Individual insurer programs may provide variations to this coverage. 
 
BUILDING CODE EFFECTIVENESS GRADING SCHEDULE

The ISO Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule (BCEGS®) is used to review public building code 
enforcement agencies and to develop a classification that is provided as advisory information to insurers 
who may use it for insurance underwriting and rating. If the requirement of the International Residential 
Code (2009) for automatic fire sprinkler protection of residential dwellings was removed by legislation or 
local ordinance, BCEGS would not provide full recognition for adoption of code without amendments. A 
building code enforcement agency which adopted a code with amendments that weaken hazard mitigation 
issues as defined in the model codes and referenced standards would not receive maximum recognition for 
code adoption. 
 

http://www.isomitigation.com
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